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SOCIAL ACTION CONFERENCE PLANNED 


A national conference on Social Ac- 
m for ministers and leaders among 
» Disciples of Christ has been plan- 
for May 3 and 4, 1938 at Indiana 
versity, Bloomington, Indiana. A 
mittee of sponsors, consisting of 
1 and women wellknown throughout the 
‘therhood is being formed to aid in 
+ promotion and guidance of the pro- 
‘t. The purpose of the conference 
1 be (a) to determine the principles 
ch ought to guide ministers and 
irch leadersin their approach to so- 
.1 issues and (b) to determine the 
-hods which can be effectively used 
applying these principlesto specif- 
social situations. 


Indiana University is one 
it known state universities of the 
sion and is host to many conferences 
national and international import- 
2e@. The facilities of the beautiful 
{| commodious Memorial Student Union 
.lding have been put at our command 
" the conference. Alumni Hall will 
"ve for the general sessions and we 
re been assured of sufficient com- 
>tee rooms and other rooms for our 
»>ds.The large and commodious lounge 
"eteria, parlors, etc., will also be 
nilable. 


While it is too early to announce 
» names of resource leaders, it is 
nected that Dr.F.Ernest Johnson, Pro- 
3s0r in Teachers College, Columbia 
iversity, Research Secretary of the 
ieral Council of Churches and author 
"The Church and Society” will lead 
» discussion on principles of social 
sion. Dr. Johnson's book is a bril- 
int treatise on this subject and his 
sence will aid the group in reach- 
y sound conclusions. Dr. James Myers 
lustrial Secretary and one of the 
st informed men in America on labor 
sblems will lead the labor session; 
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BEHIND THE "PANAY" CASE 
The American public has responded 
with commendable restraint to news of 
the Panay bombing. Incidents of the 
Same sort precipitated usinto both the 
Spanish-American War andthe World War. 
The post-war years have given us a more 
mature and balanced attitude toward 
international affairs. Our vigorous 
peace movements have created a body of 
public sentiment that will not be eas-_ 
ily stampeded toward war. We have 
learned that we do not get all the 
facts in the heat of passion and that 
time often reveals evidence that chan- 
ges the face of things. 


This is true inthe Panay case. 
While Japan's prompt acceptance of re- 
sponsibility, offer of apology and in- 
demnification indicated that she was 
caught flagrante delicto, experienced 
students of international affairs were 
not satisfied that all the facts were 
in the record. Why was the plainly 
marked Panay bombed time and again? 
What was the purpose of the boarding 
ofthe vessel by Japanese officers some 
hours before? Why did army launches 
continue to pour machine gun fire into 
the craft? A single bomb or a few ma- 
chine gun bursts would be understand- 
able as a ‘'mistake', but not the sort 
of thing that happened. The keyto the 
puzzle lies in the fact that three 
Standard Oil steamers were also bombed. 
It has now been admitted that the 
Panay was not only evacuating American 
refugees from Nanking, butthat she was 
also convoying three Standard Oil 
steamers up river. Where were these 
steamers going? With what were they 
loaded? War between Japan and China 
has not been officially declared and 
therefore gasoline and petroleum pro- 
ducts are not contraband in interna- 
tional law. If war were officially 


declared Japan would be within her full 


(continued on page 4+) 


LUDLOW RESOLUTION TO VOTE 


The Resolution of Congressman Louis 
Ludlow to amend the Constitution to 
make mandatory an affirmative vote by 
the people before Congress shall have 
power to declare war was taken out of 
the hands of the House Military Affairs 
Committee and placed upon the House 
calendar by Discharge Petition during 
the closing days of the Special Session. 
The movement to discharge the committee 
and place the Resolution upon the cal- 
endar was expedited by fear on the part 
of many members that the Panay incident 
might involvethe United States in ser- 
ious complications with Japan. 


than had the Resolution 

been placed upon the calendar than a 
barrage of opposition developed both 
within and without the administration. 
The President expressed disapproval of 
the Bill at a press conference. Alfred 
M. Landon, Republican candidate for the 
presidency in 1936 wired the President 
his approval of steps taken in the Far 
East, a message which was interpreted 
as disapproval of the Ludlow measure. 
Secretary of State Hull released a 
carefully worded declaration agains it 
and Walter Lippman denounced it in the 
New York Times. 


No sooner 


In the face of such influential op- 
position it is imperative that friends 
of the measure redouble their efforts 
on its behalf. There is widespread 
propaganda that its passage would hin- 
der the Presidentin conducting foreign 
relations, that it would deprive Con- 
gress of important powers and that it 
would hinder national defense. K& needs 
to be clearly stated that it takes 
from the President no Constitutional 
power hs now possesses. It in nowise 
interferes with his conduct of foreign 
relations. It deprives Congress of on- 
ly one power - that of taking this 
country into war without the expressed 


consent of the people. The argument 
that the people cannot be trusted to 
decide whether or not they will go to 


war falls ofits own weight. People who 
have been voting for Presidents, mem- 
bers of Congress, state and municipal 
officials for 150 years ought to be 
capable of determining whether or not 
they will send their own sons to for- 
eign wars. There is a weakness in the 
Bill in that it does not cover ‘unde- 
clared wars', but Mr. Ludlow proposes 
to cover that with an amendment when 
the measure is called on the floor. 


ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION RISES 


Figures released by the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue of the Treasury De 
partment for the fiscal year endin 
June 30,1937 show an alarming increas 
in consumption of alcoholic beveraget 
in the United States. Withdrawal o 
distilled spirits from government 
bonded warehouses for consumption pur 
poses increased more than 300 percent 


between 1934 and 1937. In the same 
period the consumption of fermented 
malt liquors increased nearly 72 per 


cent. The following figures show the 
yearly production. 


Distilled spirits 


1934 (gallons) 42,414,55 
1955 = 82,457,338 
1936 uy 110, 631; 7 
1937 _ 136,859, 616 


For the same period the manufactur 
of fermented malt liquors was aé 
follows: 


1934 (gallons) 1,000,247, 205 


1? bie, : 1,300,332,25 
1936 a 1,515, 619,977 
1954 f 1,719,880, 34! 
1937 
Distilled spirits $281,584, 099. 63 
Malt liquors 303,556,996. 
Wines 9,103,990. & 
Total - $594,245, 086. 2 


Thisis anincrease of $57,598,373.7 
in revenues from distilled spirits ané 
$32,457,662.67 in revenues from mali 
liquors over 1936. Total liquor reven: 
ues to the federal treasury last yea: 
amounted to $505,464,037.10. The fig: 
ures shown above represent almost 2 
per cent increase over last year. 


A disturbing feature is the faci 
that the use of distilled liquors is 
increasing much more rapidly than the 
use of beer, in spite of the efforts 
of brewers to popularize beer as i 

temperance” drink. In this connection 
it isinteresting to know that Dr. Haven 
Emerson, professor of Public Health 4 
Columbia University Medical Colleges 
sompelled the Brewers'Institute to de- 
lete analleged quotation from him from 
Miss Davison's book, "Beer in the 
Home." Dr. Emerson is one of the fore 
most authorities on alcohol in th 
United States. 


ON THE SOCIAL FRONTIER 


he St.Louis Argus reports that the 
blic Steel Co., is removing Negro 


led laborers from Alabama to its 
gstown (Ohio) mills to take the 
es of C.1I.0. strikers. While this 


lopment will undoubtedly give Ne- 
is a better opportunityin the steel 
istry, it may also have. serious 
'ter-effects upon relations between 
ve workers and Negro workers, which 
ate have been unusually good under 
C.I.0. (Source: Interracial News 
‘ice, Federal Council of Churches, 
1937. ) 
HUT 
Ihe cash income of farmers from the 
of farm productsin September ,1937 
sstimated by the Department of Ag- 
Aiture at $816,000,000, compared 
$766,000,000 in August, and $752, 
(000 in September,1936. Governmental 
sents to farmers under the agricul- 
1 conservation program totaled $5; 
3000 in September - the same as in 
preceding month and approximately 
100,000 less thanin September 1936. 
ithe first nine months of 1937 the 
‘1 cash income of farmers from all 
ces aggregated $6,175,000,000. This 
$743,000,000 or nearly 14% more 
in the first nine months of 1936. 
. Labor Information Bulletin, Nov. 


vveraged for the country as a whole, 
d farm hands receiving board earn- 
‘proximately $22.50 per month dur- 
the quarter ending October 11,1937. 
average for the previous quarter 
$25.30, forthe quarter ending Oct- 

1,1936, $22.50, and $20.40 forthe 
age of the five years 1910-1914. 

laborers notreceiving board earn- 
m average of $36.70 per month for 
quarter ending October l, 1937> 
15 for the previous quarter, and 
85 for the quarter ending October 
936. The average monthly wage for 
five years 1910-1914 was $29.10. 
. Labor Information Bulletin, Nov. 


HEE 


he quadriennial convention of the 
rnational Council of Religious Ed- 
fon will be held in Columbus, Ohio. 

28-July 2,1938. The theme of the 
ention will be The Christian Chal- 
e to the Modern World”. Among the 
tions to be considered are person- 
hristian living, health conditions, 
use of alcohol, race relations, 
d peace, familylife, crime and de- 


linquency, economic problems and motion 
pictures. A 32-page pamphlet entitled 
"Christianizing Your Community" has 
been prepared for pre-convention study. 
It is available for ten cents from the 
International Counciloffice, 20% North 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 


FAMOUS DOCTORS 
DEMAND NEW HEALTH POLICY 


A committeeof internationally known 
physicians on November 7,1937 made pub- 
lic a declaration of principles and 
proposals which had been rejected by 
the ultra-conservative American Medical 
Associationin June. Signed by 430 doc- 
tors, among them such names as that of 
Dr. Thomas Parran, Surgeon General of 
the U.S.Public Health Service, Dr. Hugh 
Cabot of the Mayo Clinic and Dr. G. R. 
Minot, Nobel Prize Winner in 1934, the 
manifesto calls for a public health 
policy directed toward all groups of 
the population on the principle that 
the health of the people is a direct 
concern of the government. Dr.Kingsley 
Roberts, director of the Bureau of Co- 
operative Medicine was quick to point 
out that the proposals ofthe committee 
of physicians is in close relationship 
to the ideals of the Bureau. For some 
time there has been a growing unrest 
among medical men because the present 
organization of the medical profession 
does not provide for medical attention 
to a large section of the population 
except under charity conditions. At the 
meeting of the A.M.A. last June, Sen- 
ator James Hamilton Lewis, thought to 
be speaking the convictions of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, suggested a program 
whereby governmental aid should be made 
available for medical care for those 
unable otherwiseto provide it, but the 
suggestion was coldly received bythe 
Association. Among experiments in this 
field are a numberof unusually promis- 
ing medical cooperatives which provide 
medical and hospital care for members 
on a basis which they can afford. 


CHILD LABOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 31 


January 31 is Child Labor Sunday. 
The National Child Labor Committee, 419 
Fourth Avenue, New York will send a 
packet of literature for use in observ- 
ing the day,including a play,a poster, 
outline of a child labor talk and free 
materials for distribution, in receipt 
of 25 cents. Lantern slides and acconm- 
panying lectures are available for a 
modest fee of $2. 


(continued from page 1) 
rights in destroying any petroleum 
products destined for Chinese forces. 
The only alternative under the circum- 
stances would be to bomb the vessels 
and take the consequences. It is eas- 
jer to believe that Japanese army and 
navy officials took this course than 
it is to believe that they bombed 
plainly marked American vessels some 
two or three hours by mistake. 


Under the circumstances the Japanese 
government is in no position to defend 
itself, but back of both the strong 
stand of President Roosevelt and the 
humble apologies of Japan there is a 
clear understanding of the realities 
of the situation. Such incidents will 
continue to bea possibility as long as 
our zeal for war profits prompt us to 
ship contraband materialinto war zones 
relying upon the flimsy pretext that 
officially no war is going on. Had 
President Roosevelt invoked the Neu- 
trality law, designed for just such a 
situation as this the Panay incident 
could not have happened. 


Failureto invoke the Neutrality Act 
means that American ships loaded with 
war material can continueto steam thru 
the battle zones until another desper- 
ate act of war takes place. Then there 
will be a hue and cry to protect Amer- 
ican ‘rights'. 
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COOPERATIVE BURIAL ASSOCIATIONS 


Since September 1929ten cooperati 
burial associations have been organiz 
in Iowa, according to Consumers Coope: 
ation, quoted by the Federal Counc 
Information Bulletin. The movement ly 
gan when @ group met at Pella, Iowa 
September 1929 to see what could 
done about excessive burial costs. Wi 
a membership of 350 families the fig 
cooperative funeral association peg 
business in a,rented building, a Il 
censed embalmer, a complete line 
caskets, a hearse and other equipmen 
Three years later membership number 
869 families and a funeral home 1! 
been purchased. The total cost of t 
cheapest funeral is $97 and the me 
elaborate $172. For $65.00 additiona’ 
metal or concrete vault may be had. — 
state federation of cooperative bur 
societies has been formed. 


KEE 


The federal government charter 
its first credit union three years & 
under the Farm Credit Administratiso 
Since that time several thousand sv 
unions have been organized. A rece 
report shows that federal credit unio 
have made 350,000 loans to members,t 
taling $25,000,000. Their total sha 
capital is more than $11,000,000. 
interest rate is usually one perce 
per month on the unpaid balance, aor leg 
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